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Notes and personalities

Jacqui Phillips MBE is President of MABS and it was her experience as a cancer patient that led her, with others, to form the group.

Jacqui was raised and educated in New Zealand. She later moved to UK where she worked in the Civil Service. With her husband Bernard, they had a villa built in Javea in 1987 pending their retirement, commuting between Spain and UK until finally moving here permanently in 1990. 

In 1998 she was diagnosed with breast and throat cancer and received all her treatment, which she found excellent, in Valencia and Moraira. However, she found it very difficult to find out where to obtain items such as a prosthesis or a wig, and there was no information available locally on the treatment and its side affects; in effect there was no support outside hospitals for either Bernard or herself. 

For many years she had been a friend of Frances Sawyer, who is now MABS Vice President, and who also had breast cancer in 1997. During their illnesses, they supported each other as best they could, and as a result of their combined experiences they founded the Marina Alta Breast cancer Support group (hence MABS) in 1999, with much support and help from Slavica "Babs" Wachter, Pat Baker and Ivy Barnes. 
The committee now includes Kirsten Döscher-Mühlbacher who covers the German side, with Pat Baker and Brenda Sanz covering the Spanish. Ivy and her husband later returned to the UK. Valerie Collins is Treasurer, with Pauline Gale as Secretary. Babs left the committee to further her career as an Oncology Nurse in Valencia but still supports the Group by translating in Valencia when required.
From its inception, MABS has been registered as a charity. 
MABS was recognised by the Medical Profession who started to send patients to them with  ALL types of cancer. They recognised that they were then in a position to offer a wider service than just for breast cancer, so an application was made to change the name to be inclusive of all cancers. However, this was denied and their lawyers suggested a compromise; to keep the original name and add the Cancer Support Group as a description - the name they have now. 
Since then, the group has expanded considerably with supporters and smaller branches in most towns on the Costa Blanca and Costa del Sol – proof if any was needed of how necessary their work is.

English information is obtained from Cancerbackup and the German and Dutch information is sourced from those countries. Any information required in Spanish is sought in Spain, but if it is not available it is translated from English.

Jacqui was awarded the MBE in the 2005 New Years Honours List for her work with the charity. In the same year the group was awarded "The 9th October Award" by Jávea Town Hall for its work within the Community. There are only four towns or cities that give this award: Valencia, Castellon, Jávea and Alicante.
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Photographs are available and can be sent by email.

For further information, contact Nik Nikerson.
Phone: 96 505 0257or 607 225 619
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